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BIOGRAPHY

Thandiwe Muriu’s work showcases Africa’s unique mix of vibrant textiles, cultural
practices, and beauty ideologies. Creating surreal illusions that are not digital
manipulations but rather pure photography, she confronts issues surrounding
identity as well as redefining female empowerment through her application of fabric
and common household items.



She reimagines objects associated with daily life in Kenya into bold accessories
donned by her subjects. Working with the ankara fabric, she designs custom-made
garments for her subjects, merging them into their surroundings. Each proverb
gives voice to the collected wisdom of generations recorded through African oral
history. She completes the visual illusion by printing on special paper with a matte
finish, making her work appear more like paintings than photographs.

Born and raised in Nairobi, Thandiwe discovered photography at age 14,
experimenting with an old Nikon camera from her father. She is self-taught, as
Kenya did not have any formal photography schools.

Thandiwe takes you on a colourful, reflective journey as she reinterprets
contemporary African portraiture, presenting a bold new vision of a woman and her
autonomy.


